                               T H E   Y O U T H    F O R U M,

A  PRAMUN TRADITION

                      Having fun looking at ideas from different perspectives!    

  Having the courage to stand up for ideas which you can  

support

 with specific examples based on life experiences

and observations! 

The purpose of the Youth Forum is to understand how other people think.  Our THINKING GAME begins with a quote from famous thinkers, writers, scientists, musicians, artists or political leaders.  The two quotes to be discussed at PRAMUN 2012 are listed below.

At first we will say YES to the quote, expressing support for the idea by citing detailed examples. Then we will say NO to the quote, rejecting the idea with well-detailed examples. After hearing the stimulatingly brilliant thoughts on both sides of the issue from the delegates, a vote will be taken:

1 AGREE  2 DISAGREE  3 ABSTAIN

At the beginning of the discussions it is not so important that you express your personal feelings on the quote right away. The critical thing is that your ideas inspire others to think.  The Youth Forum is a process and by the end--after having heard ideas from your fellow delegates—you may even change your mind and your vote on the quote.

YOUTH FORUM TOPICS 2012
A.  “All, everything that I understand, I understand only because I love.”   Leo Tolstoy

SUPPORT:  Leave out romantic love for the moment. Give examples of how the love for something brings about understanding.   Support Tolstoy’s idea that we don’t make enough progress on the human front because we don’t love.
REJECTION:  Describe in detail other ideas/factors besides love that promote understanding.

B. “L’homme est ne’ libre, et partout il est dans les fers.”

“Man was born free, and everywhere he is in chains.”

Jean-Jacques Rousseau
SUPPORT: 

For 200 years Rousseau’s slogan has inspired people to rise up against their oppressors, to bring about change by means of revolution. 

Give examples of how this is relevant today.
REJECTION: Challenge the premise that man is born free. Is he?

Give examples of other means besides revolution to rise up and bring about change.

Formulate a better slogan that inspires people to act in the struggles they are facing today.
